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elapsed without the slightest return of the disorder. Upon
her evidence principally Sir James Jay obtained a verdict in
his favour, and at the very moment Mrs. Forrest was giving
that evidence her husband lay dead from an attack of the
gout in his stomachy at Jamaica ! !

Admiral Forrest by his Will left the whole of his landed
property, both in England and Jamaica, to his eldest son,
Arthur, subject to the payment of the widow's jointure
and the fortunes of all the younger children. A number of
executors were appointed, amongst whom was the much
talked of Mr. Elwes,1 that strange compound of meanness
and liberality, who was sincerely attached to the Admiral.
These executors were all so afraid of involving themselves
in trouble and difficulties from the violent temper and ex-
travagant follies of Mrs. Forrest, that, with one exception,
they refused to act, and formally renounced. The exception
was Mr. Fox, an opposite neighbour at Binfield, and old
friend of Admiral Forrest's, to whose children and their
interest, he was zealously attached. By nature he was
morose and unforgiving when offended. He had always
pointedly expressed his disapprobation of Mrs. Forrest's
manner of bringing up a young family, especially the girlg,
as well as at the unbounded extravagance in which she lived,
consequently, he was no favourite of hers, so far otherwise
that whenever he came to visit her husband she affronted
him either by word or deed, sometimes by both. His calls
were therefore seldom, and when the Admiral was at sea he
never entered the house.

Mr. Fox had peculiarities, but was universally con-
sidered as a man of the strictest integrity and honour-
able sentiments, and but for the strange misconduct of
Mrs. Forrest, the family and their property could not
have been in better hands than his. That strange and
perverse woman, instead of conciliating this gentleman,
every where, in public and in private, spoke of him as the
most unprincipled wretch that eveflT&xisted, a monster that
disgraced human nature, who, she was convinced, had

1 The notorious miser member of the House of Common